
Impress your eco-conscious kids by going on holiday by 
ferry. Mother of two, HOLLY TUPPEN, explores the pluses 

for the planet, the best operators and destinations

decks
Hit the

FERRIES

How to care for our seas 

Surfers Against Sewage In 2018, Surfers Against Sewage united 67,759 
volunteers to remove 116 tonnes of plastic pollution from beaches in the UK. The group 
campaigns to protect the country’s beaches and seas and promotes plastic-free living. 
sas.org.uk 

Marine Conservation Society Take the Marine Conservation Society’s ‘plastic 
challenge’ to avoid single-use plastic and buy fish from sustainable sources or join its 
Sea Champions national volunteer programme. mcsuk.org

Sea Shepherd UK This international marine protection charity plays an active role 
in UK seas from supporting the Cornwall Wildlife Trust to defending seals against 
fishing nets. seashepherd.org.uk

Kids Against Plastic This charity for kids set up by Amy and Ella, aged 15 and 13, 
not only explains why we should all be doing our bit, but has some great resources for 
schools to get involved. kidsagainstplastic.co.uk 

ORCA Kids between 4-11-years-old can sign up to be an ORCA 
FinFriend to help protect the UK’s whales, dolphins and porpoises 
while learning more about them. orcaweb.org.uk
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Kids love to explore boats, 
and ferries are no different

➜

 Most parents have at least once disembarked from an aeroplane 
with kids (possibly covered in sick) vowing never to do it again. It’s not just being confined 
in an aluminium tube several miles high with the most hyperactive beings you’ve ever 
known that wears you down; it’s also the unrelenting faff of transfers, airports, security 
and a pricing system that means you have to leave home well before the crack of dawn. 

There’s a more profound reason to put the brakes on flying, too; air travel contributes over 
800 million tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere every year, 2.5 per cent of the world’s total 
carbon emissions. One return flight from London to Sydney emits about half the average 
person’s annual carbon footprint. So, if we really want to make a difference to climate change 
and halt impending doom, the best thing we can do  
is kick our jet setting ways. 

Thankfully, this doesn’t mean putting an end to holidays, 
but it does mean appreciating the art of slow travel. When 
travelling overland, trains are the big environmental 
winners — the train from London to Paris is 91 per cent less 
polluting than jumping on a plane. Coach travel follows 
in second place, and next comes ferry transport, which 
becomes much better for the environment when combined 
with trains and bikes. Although statistics are vague, the UK government estimates that 
ferry travel emits a third of the carbon emissions of flying per passenger. 

Ferry crossings are also full of adventure. Whatever your age, there’s something 
intrepid about waving goodbye to a shoreline and heading out into the open seas.  
Wildlife enthusiasts can spot dolphins and seabirds, keen geographers can piece together 
the world map, and, if that sounds a little optimistic, there are games rooms, soft play, 
table tennis and cinemas to fill the hours. If nothing else, it’s a joy to load up the car with 
all the holidaying paraphernalia imaginable and not be charged extra for the pleasure. 

Ferry travel 
emits a third 
of the carbon 

emissions  
of flying



Condor 
Poole to 
Guernsey
Smaller than Jersey 

but still with an idyllic coastline 
and glorious weather, Guernsey is 
all about surfing, coasteering, 
kayaking and salty air.
Eco points: There’s no additional 
cost for bikes, although they need 
to be booked in advance, and 
Condor Ferries has pledged to 
reduce onboard plastic by 75 per 
cent by 2021. 
Cost: From £39 per person for a 
car and four passengers return. 
Time: Approximately 3 hours.
Family perks: A kids area and 
meal boxes makes life on board 
easier for parents, and there’s a 
viewing deck to make the most of 
the sea air.
Journey highlights: Sailing by Old 
Harry Rocks when leaving Dorset 
and keeping eyes peeled for 
wildlife like Manx shearwaters and 
harbour porpoise on the way.

Ferry tales: routes from the UK 
Calmac Line
Ardrossan to 
Brodick, Arran, 
Scotland

Arran is the largest island in the 
Firth of Clyde and manages to 
cram in all the castles, distilleries 
and mountains required for you 
to head home with the kids 
feeling as bonnie as can be.
Eco points: The port of Ardrossan 
is just 45 minutes from Glasgow 
Central by train making this a very 
easy rail and sail option. 
Cost: From £12 per person with 
Rail & Sail tickets from Glasgow. 
Time: Approximately 1.5 hours (on 
the ferry).
Family perks: There’s outdoor and 
indoor seating with two cafes, 
baby-changing facilities and 
plenty of views.  
Journey highlights: Admire 

Arran’s highest mountain, 
Goat Fell, rise into view 
as the boat approaches 
into Brodick. 
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Stena Line 
North Sea 

 of Holland 
From the Hook of Holland take a 
train to Rotterdam or Amsterdam 
or head up the coast by car to the 
remote island of Texel.
Eco points: On its North Sea routes 
Stena Line pumps polluted water 
ashore and cleans wastewater by 
bacteriological processes to limit 
sea pollution.  
Cost: From £91 for a vehicle and up 
to four passengers, without a cabin 
one way.
Time: Approximately 6.5 hours by 
day, 9.5 hours overnight.     
Family perks: A basketball court 
on the top deck, cinema room, Fun 
Zone, Teen Zone with video games, 
kids menus and family cabins on 
the North Sea Superferries. 
Journey highlights: Spending the 
night at sea is an adventure in 
itself, especially in the Superferries’ 
luxurious new cabins.

Steam Packet Line 
Liverpool to 
the Isle of Man 
This microcosm of 

England is packed with intriguing 
castles, adventure activities and 
captivating museums, linked 
together by a steam railway and 
electric tram.     
Eco points: The Steam Packet 
Company provides travel to the 
local wildlife park and supports 
the work of Beach Buddies — a 
local beach clean charity. 
Cost: From £146.50 for a car and 
four passengers each way. 
Time: Approximately 2.5 hours.
Family perks: All vessels have 
child-friendly areas, outside 
viewing decks and Manannan has 
two cinema lounges. 
Journey highlights: Berthing in 
Douglas feels a world away 
from Liverpool, with its 
sweeping promenade, 
occasional seals and 
slow pace of life. 
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Liverpool

Pembroke

Fishguard

Poole

Guernsey

Dieppe

Newhaven

Harwich

Hook of 
Holland

Plymouth

Rosslare

Pembroke

Santander

Liverpool

DFDS Seaways 
Newhaven 
to Dieppe
Dieppe is a 

laid-back port on the 
Avenue Verte (Greenway) 
— a mostly car-free cycle 
route spanning 150 miles all 
the way to Paris.
Eco points: The marine 
wildlife charity, 
ORCA, is on board to 
spot wildlife and 
provide wildlife and 
conservation-related 
games and takeaway fact sheets. 
Cost: From £57 for a car and four 
passengers one way. 
Time: Approximately 4 hours.
Family perks: Kid’s area, known as 
Pirate Island, is regularly visited by 
entertainer Jack the Pirate and 
ORCA helps kids spot wildlife.
Journey highlights: Looking back 
over the iconic English view of 
Hope Gap and the South Downs 
when leaving Newhaven.   

Brittany Ferries 
Plymouth 
to Santander 
Santander is the 

capital of Cantabria and the 
gateway to northern Spain’s 
epic dunes, deserts, feasts 
and mountains.     
Eco points: Between 2006 and 
2015 sulphur content in emissions 
(the really nasty stuff ) were reduced 
from 3.5 per cent to 0.1 per cent.
Cost: From £340 for a car and two 
passengers one way with a cabin. 
Time: Approximately 20 hours. 
Family perks: Spacious cabins, 
a wide range of tasty 
eating options, games, 
magicians, 
entertainers, 
kids areas, 
cinema, games 
room and a 
swimming pool.
Journey 
highlights: 
Dolphin spotting.   

Irish Ferries
Pembroke 
to Rosslare 
Rosslare is the perfect 

place to start a whirlwind tour of 
Ireland taking in deserted 
coastal views, Gaelic music, 
country pubs and local seafood.
Eco points: Irish Ferries are 
working towards cleaner fuel and 
cutting carbon emissions by 
moving to LED lighting and more 
effi  cient air conditioning systems.
Cost: From £293 for a family of four 
by car return. Under fours go free.
Time: Approximately 4 hours.
Family perks: Plenty of outdoor 
seating, Club Class upgrades to 
premium lounges and kids’ menus 
on board. Each month Irish Whale 

and Dolphin Group spotters 
are on board. 
Journey highlights: 

Looking out for dolphins 
and puffi  ns when leaving 
Pembroke or just admiring  
the beautiful coast.

Portsmouth

Isle of 
Man

Isle of 
Wight
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Mallaig to 
the Small Isles, 
Scotland

The sleepy fishing port of Mallaig 
feels like the end of the line until 
you cross over to the remote 
Small Isles — Rum, Eigg and Muck.    
Eco points: Eigg is the UK’s most 
sustainable island, generating its 
electricity from wind turbines and 
solar power. It’s also car-free. 
Cost: From £11 one way. 
Time: Approximately 1.5 hours.     
Family perks: An ORCA Wildlife 

Offi  cer moves between 
Calmac vessels from 

March to October 
spotting wildlife and 

talking about 
conservation along the way.

Journey highlights: 
Watching the seals 
lazing on the 
rocks or poking 

around the port 
in Mallaig.

Red Funnel 
Portsmouth 
to the Isle 
of Wight 

The Isle of Wight has long 
charmed British holiday-makers 
with its sunny climate and sandy 
beaches. From dinosaurs to 
monkeys, activities for kids 
are endless.
Eco points: Electric vehicles travel 
for free, Red Falcon operates 
exclusively on green bio-fuel and 
last year, Red Funnel donated 
£15,000 to an Isle of Wight beach 
clean weekend.  
Cost: From £47.50 for a vehicle 
and up to seven passengers return.
Time: Approximately 45 minutes. 
Family perks: The Red Falcon and 
Red Osprey have new sun decks 
and walkways with pushchair 
access. There’s a new play area 
and lounge, too. 
Journey highlights: Portsmouth 
harbour is a historical feast for the 
eyes; kids will love spotting canons. 
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They’re not called the British Isles for nothing. And where water separates the locals from 
the mainland, you’re sure to fi nd a ferry that gives you the chance to get there in style 

Enjoying the view from 
the Isle of Wight ferry

➜

Muck awaits

Brodick

Harwich to Hook



Organic foodies
ORNE, NORMANDY  
DFDS Seaways from Newhaven to Dieppe 
or Brittany Ferries from Portsmouth to Caen

An organic food revolution is happening in the pretty 
Perche region of Orne in Normandy, so you no longer 
have to drive hours south of Caen to make the most 
of French delicacies. Around Bellou-le-Trichard, 
almost 600 hectares shared between several 
landowners has been put aside for organic farming – 
including arable, pasture, Percheron horse breeding, 
dairy farms, bread makers and cider producers. 
Camembert has been produced here for centuries 
and is best washed down with local vintage calvados 
or poiré, a speciality sparkling pear cider. 

Perche Regional Park and Orne’s 250,000 
acres of forests have heaps of outdoor 
activities for kids including easy hikes 
with info stations in Ecouves Forest, a tree 
adventure centre at Roche d’Oëtre and the 
13km Rail Bike track between Pont-
Erambourg and Berjou. Families 
can soak it all up by staying in the 
charmingly rustic La Saborterie 
farmhouse, or the idyllic Perche 
dans le Perche treehouse, sleeping 
up to fi ve people among 25 glorious 
hectares of wilderness.  
perchedansleperche.
com; bellou61.free.
fr; normandytravel.
co.uk 
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Off-grid explorers
SCILLY ISLES, ENGLAND 
Isle of Scilly Travel from Penzance Harbour 
to St Mary’s Harbour

Although only 28 miles off  the coast of Cornwall, 
the Scilly Isles feel like a world-away. Five inhabited 
islands and hundreds of uninhabited ones make 
this archipelago perfect for a family island-hopping 
adventure. When the sun shines, which it does more 
than anywhere else in the UK, you’d be forgiven for 
thinking you were on a far fl ung continent; sweeping 
white sands, azure seas and rocky outcrops. 

Each cluster of islands has its own identity, 
from chic Tresco to rugged Bryher. St Mary’s is the 
largest island, and a convenient base for exploring. 
St. Mary’s Boatmen’s Association and Tresco Boats 
run day trips and regular ferries from February 
to October. Tregarthen’s Hotel has large family 
rooms with quayside views. For something more 
adventurous try Bryher’s Campsite, a sheltered 
spot within stumbling distance of the Fraggle 

Rock pub and Hell Bay Hotel’s 
Crab Shack. islesofscilly-travel.
co.uk; tregarthens-hotel.co.uk; 
bryhercampsite.co.uk

Whether you’re looking for a cool 
city break or an o� -grid escape, 
there’s a ferry to take you there

What

 ferry family 
are you? 

kind of 

Tresco’s glorious bays

Goat-too option; 
rural Normandy 
in Perche

Your kids are never far 
from a beach on Eigg

➜
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Beachcombers
ISLE OF WIGHT  
Red Funnel from Portsmouth to Ryde 
The Isle of Wight also packs a punch when it comes 
to family fun. Whether you’re into dinosaurs, 
sandcastle-building, funfairs, crazy golf, country 
pubs, historical mansions or wood-fired hot tubs, 
there’s something for every member of the family. 
Wight Cycle Hire offers bikes and excellent guidance 
when it comes to routes — the Roast and Ride 
combines beaches and pubs, while the Freshwater 
Flyer along an old railway line is suited to little legs. 

Safari tents and cabins at Tom’s Ecolodge on 
Tapnell Farm provide the perfect balance between 
outdoor adventure and creature comforts. Kids can 
collect eggs in the morning and congregate with new 
friends around the communal pizza oven for tea. 
Another low-impact accommodation option is the 
newly opened Tiny Homes. These miniature Scandi-
style cabins on the fringes of Parkhurst Forest are 
designed for outdoor living, yet solar power, 
compost toilets and wood-burners take the 
edge off a traditional camping experience. 
wightcyclehire.co.uk; tomsecolodge.
com; tinyhomesholidays.com 

City slickers
AMSTERDAM, HOOK OF HOLLAND  
Stena Line from Harwich to Hook of Holland
Bursting at the seams with art, architecture and 
public parks, all conveniently sandwiched within a 
leafy city centre, Amsterdam is a top urban break 
for families. For a genuine Dutch experience, 
leave the car at home and whizz into the city from 
the Hook of Holland by train. Pick up bikes that 
blend in with the locals from Black Bikes or head 
off on a tour of windmills and farms just outside 
the city with WeBike Amsterdam. Museum 
picks ideal for kids include Tropenmuseum for 
hands-on weird and wonderful artefacts and the 
enormous naval warehouse housing The National 
Maritime Museum. 

If cruising the canals on KINboat’s solar-
powered barges gives you the bug, spend the 
night on one of Book a Houseboat’s toddler 
and child-friendly barges. 
Alternatively, if terra firma 
feels too good to give up, check 
into a family suite at eco-
minded Conscious Museum 
Square Hotel. Although central, 
it’s just a stone’s throw from 
Vondelpark which has ample 
running space if the hotel’s 
garden doesn’t quite cut it. 
webikeamsterdam.
com; black-bikes.com; 
bookahouseboat.com; 
rentals/amsterdam; 
conscioushotels.com/
hotels/museum-square; 
iamsterdam.com/en 

Mountain adventurers
PICOS DE EUROPA, SANTANDER  
Brittany Ferries from Plymouth to Santander
A few hours from Santander lie the ‘Peaks of 
Europe’ Cantabrian Mountains; the highest, Torre 
de Cerredo, pokes out like a sheer rock tooth and is 
over 2,500m high. As impressive as the highs are the 
lows: Cares Gorge and its nearby canal provide less 
challenging hikes with a spectacular backdrop. 

If you’re up for an independent adventure, 
check into the unassuming Posada del Valle where 
a converted priest’s farmhouse is home to twelve 
elegant rooms. Alternatively, get in touch with 
Pura Aventura who use their local expertise to help 
families get the most of the region. Spend the day 
paddle-boarding and mountain-biking and the 
evening curled up in La Casona de Con with views 
back over the mountains.
pura-aventura.com/spain/picos-de-europa/

picos-family-explorer-guided-
activities-freedom-to-explore;  

posadadelvalle.com/hotel-
farm-food/hotel
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Child-friendly paths in the 
Cantabrian Mountains 

Kids will love travelling by 
bike or barge in Amsterdam

The Isle of Wight: 
where coast meets 
countryside
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